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Dear Mr Swinney, 
 
Thank you for attending Committee on 11 November to give evidence on the exam 
diet.  
 
During your evidence session, you committed to providing the Committee with a 
progress update on actions taken in relation to the eight outstanding recommendations 
made by the independent review led by Professor Mark Priestley, and to keep us 
informed as the implementation of these recommendations progresses. This update 
would be welcomed by the Committee.  
 
We also seek information on the following issues: 
 
Support for students with additional support needs 
 
The ongoing impact of the coronavirus on school education naturally has a particular 
effect on the support that can be provided to students with additional support needs. 
Please outline the range of steps the Scottish Government is taking along with schools 
and local authorities to ensure that those students with additional support needs are 
being supported ahead of the 2021 exam diet. 
 
Guidance on the use of prelims 
 
In evidence, you referred to the statement issued yesterday morning (11 November) 
by the National Qualifications 2021 Group which states that “it is important to stress 
that there is no expectation that schools and colleges hold a formal diet of prelims for 
National 5”, and advised the Committee that the SQA has advised against the holding 
of prelims for National 5. However, there appears to be some confusion over whether 
this is the case, with the guidance issued in October 2020 (National Courses: guidance 
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on gathering evidence and producing estimates) stating that prelims or mock exams 
“are likely to be the most reliable indicator of performance in a question paper”.  
 
While we appreciate that National 5 evidence gathering guidance is still being rolled 
out for all subjects and that the guidance covers Highers and Advanced Highers, we 
would welcome confirmation of the position of the SQA and the Scottish Government 
on whether or not schools and colleges should hold prelims.  
 
SEEMiS data 
 
In evidence, we discussed how schools would collect data on pupil absences due to 
self-isolation and how this would inform decisions taken on public health and education 
policy. We would therefore welcome confirmation that Covid-related absences due to 
self-isolation will have a discrete code on SEEMiS; that guidance on applying this code 
will be distributed across all local authority areas to promote consistent use of this 
code; and how the Scottish Government is using the data to inform decisions on public 
health and education policy, for example in relation to the exam diet in 2021 
  
I am aware, given the current Covid-19 situation, that this letter and the information 
requested may be superseded by events and anticipate that any new developments 
on the topics listed above will be communicated to the Committee as well as the wider 
parliament and public. Notwithstanding this possibility, I would be grateful for a 
response to clarify the points above by Friday 20 November.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
CLARE ADAMSON MSP 
CONVENER 


